
Member Information meeting summary on 2020/21 disease damage. 

 

• The greens at Saltsjöbaden GK sustained a significant attack from grey snow mould (typhula 

blight) during the second snow canopy cover which took place between late January and mid 

February 2021.  

• When the greens became free of snow (through fast natural melting/thawing process in mid 

February 2021) ground conditions made impossible to get out with the sprayer and spray 

greens for 5 days from the first noting of the disease attack. During this period the disease 

continued to kill on some greens and pink snow mould also started to show signs of activity. 

Spray was made on the 21st of February. At the first safe opportunity.  

• Once this spray was applied the disease was stopped.  

 

Autumn disease prevention work undertaken in 2020 

 

• Numerous spray applications (maximum according to legal allowances) were made to the 

greens using the products that are available to use. 

 

Instrata Elit 

Medallion TL 

Heritage 

 

• Grass cutting ceased during the first week of October. 

• Regular dew removal took place (not every day, and not twice a day when dew re/formed 

due to mild humid conditions) 

• Rolling ceased from first week of October 

• Applications of iron sulphate were made to the greens (antagonistic to disease causing fungi) 

 

Observations 

• During the autumn (November/December) small disease patches of microdocium nivale 

(pink snow mould) persisted on certain greens and remained after numerous fungicide 

applications. Greens 9, 15, 18 were where this was most observed (3 of the worst hit greens 

in the spring). This indicated that disease pressure was exceptionally high as conditions were 

extremely favourable for disease development. 

• A later than desired autumn renovation (solid tining, sand dressing and brushing) was 

carried out during first week of October. It is possible that this caused wounds to the leaf 

surfaces and gave pathogens an easy way-in to infect the plants. Due to the lateness of the 

operation its possible there was insufficient temperature to allow growth and repair. 

However, it should also be noted that this is not the first time during my time at the club 

that we have carried out such an operation at this time of year. The following springs after 

this work in the past have not resulted is the same volume of disease damage as occurred 

this year.  



• 2020 was the first Autumn during my tenure where it was no longer legal to use the 

chemical ‘Banner Maxx’. It has been removed from use on golf courses. The active 

ingredient in this chemical ‘propiconazole’ was very effective against typhyla blight and 

worked well at lower temperatures (something not all fungicides do).  

 

Plans for this autumn/winter. 

• Use the chemicals legally allowed. One has been added to the range of legal preparations 

and is reported to be effective against typhula blight.  

• Be even more vigilant with dew removal and surfactants to try to keep the surface of the 

greens drier. 

• No significant renovations on greens after mid September 

• Plans to purchase a ‘walk boom’ to use with our sprayer which will mean it is possible to 

spray our greens if we can just get the sprayer close. It will work on a 60m hose. This will be 

effective in the spring if snow and ice surrounding greens prevents driving the sprayer on 

the greens.  

 

Repair work carried out in spring 2021. 

• Once the disease was stopped with an application of fungicide, spray applications of pigment 

and liquid fertiliser were applied to try to save and help recover grasses within disease 

patches.  

• Covers where then applied to the worst affected greens.  

• As soon as it was possible/available, and the temperatures were close to being warm enough 

for bent seed to germinate a greens overseeder was borrowed from another golf club and all 

the worst hit greens were overseeded in 2 directions with the overseeder. 

• Immediately after this, all disease scarred greens were overseeded by hand using seed, sand, 

and spiked hand tools.  

• Covers were re- applied to the worst hit greens to aid germination and recovery.  

• This work was carried out during a period in April where the temperatures were not 

conducive to high germination rates followed by successful establishment. At cold 

temperatures bent grass is not vigorous when it germinates and is therefore more 

susceptible to stresses and can have difficulty establishing and die relatively easily. This 

happened in many areas even though efforts were made to prevent this. Cutting heights 

were kept at 4.5mm to avoid plucking out immature seedlings. Temporary greens were in 

play to reduce traffic damaging seedlings. Sufficient readily available fertiliser applications 

were made.  

• After the first overseeding water was applied somewhat excessively to try to force fast 

germination and this unavoidably created black algae in the disease patches which negatively 

impacted the grass establishment. This was countered by applying a calcium powder product 

mixed with sand to the affected areas and worked well. The black algae did not pose the 

same challenge when we overseeded for a second time.  

• Cutting heights were eventually reduced to 4mm and the greens were verticut to remove 

some of the long grass laying flat that had begun to appear due to the high cutting height.  



• All disease scarred areas were re-seeded, and this second seeding operation was more 

successful due to the warmer temperatures. It germinated faster and was far more vigorous 

when it did germinate. This bent seed established in most areas. While being cut at 4mm.  

• It was then time to begin to reduce the cutting height down to 3mm and this put extra stress 

on the new grass and in some places, grass was lost due to the rapid reduction in cutting 

height. Some of these areas have been plugged out. 

• In conclusion, I am pleased with the state of the greens (on both courses) considering the 

level of disease damage that was present in the spring and the cold temperatures we 

experienced.  I would have liked the process to have taken place at a faster rate. The 

combination of cold temperatures and opening the greens while trying to establish grass in 

large scars made the recovery process problematic. 

 


